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WYARALONG DAM and MOUNT JOYCE -   21st March 2012 
 

 It’s always exciting to go somewhere new so it was with a great sense of anticipation that our intrepid 
birdo group  - Elizabeth, Marg, Jeff, Jim and Ros, with Julie as leader - set out to explore the tracks 
around Wyaralong Dam and Mount Joyce. 
 

Julie’s timing was for once spot-on and we got to the dam car park at 6.45 a.m as planned. The weather 
was very kind to us; warm and mostly sunny but with a cool breeze from time to time and a few clouds 
to give us some relief from the sun.  We first scanned the open country close to the car park, walking 
slowly down the service road where we saw Superb Blue and Redback Wrens, Little Corellas,  
Pale Headed Rosellas, Bar Shouldered Doves, Cisticolas,  
Tawny Grassbirds and a few other old friends.   
 
As we got close to the creek we could hear 
Rainbow Bee Eaters and a Rufous 
Whistler.  We soon had good sightings 
of both these birds, the RBBs  flying in 
and around a large eucalypt while the 
whistler, which turned out to be a 
female, was cavorting among the 
creek-side rocks with another 
uncoloured bird of that ilk, so we 
thought we might have a pair of 
youngsters as the second bird didn’t appear 
to have any striations on the chest.  
A Peaceful Dove and a Crested Pigeon were strutting about nearby.  
A few minutes spent by the creek also gave us a Spangled Drongo and a flock of Tree Martins. 
 

From the creek we moved uphill through a new road cutting which turned out to be perfect real estate 
for two pairs of Striated Pardalotes.  When we reached the top, Julie and Marg thought they heard a 
Sacred Kingfisher calling but were not certain enough to record it.  Then – great excitement! – an 
Osprey flew by, across the surface of the lake just below.    The only other water-bird to be seen so far 
was a pied cormorant and apart from a few Wood Duck the dam surface was surprisingly lacking in 
birdlife, probably because the water is so high at this time of year.   



With Black-faced Cuckoo Shrikes calling we started along the lake shore track and though birdlife was 
not plentiful the vegetation on either side was unusually alive with dragon flies and butterflies of 
various hues, as well as other interesting insects and a huge Golden Orb spider.  Jeff was busy with his 
camera while the rest of us tried to identify some unfamiliar wildflowers.  Among the more common 

wildflowers we found were the dear little sky blue 
Evolvulus alsinoides, with its white centre and the 
Aussie  version of St. John’s Wort (Hypericum 
gramineum),   
identified by Jim. 
 

A strange call, 
tentatively identified 
as some sort of 
pigeon by Jeff and 
Julie, turned out to be 
(as Marg told us) a 
Grey Butcherbird.   
Julie said that in more 
than 40 years of 
listening to Grey 
Butcherbirds she’d 

never heard that particular call before, which shows you are never 
too old to learn.  She and Jeff heard another “mystery” call not long 
after that and while Jeff thought it might be a Whistling Kite and 

Julie thought it was a Brush Cuckoo;  whateveritwas didn’t continue 
calling long enough for either of them, or the others, to identify it for 
certain. 

We stopped for smoko where 
there was a good view of the 
lake and a lone Darter which 
had been calling for some time.  
Other water birds were heard 
among the reeds but we weren’t 
able to identify them for certain.      
Jim speculated about the 
ultimate fate of the Angophoras 
which were standing up to their 
knees in the dam while still alive 
and in full leaf (though many 
others had long since 
succumbed to the water; their 
dead branches making good 
lookouts for perching birds).    

By the time we came to the clearing where 
several tracks meet, which Julie had 
designated as the end of the walk, the sultry 
weather seemed to have stifled most bird 
activity and all we got there was a distant 
Cicadabird and a couple of crows perched on a 
branch just above a nest.  We then went back 
along a higher track – one of the several 
mountain bikeways which now make Mt Joyce 
one of the premier mountain bike 
destinations in Australia.  On a Wednesday it 
was nice and quiet; apart from Mark the 
Ranger the only other people we saw all 
morning were a couple of horse riders. 

Australian St John’s Wort 
(Hypericum gramineum) 

 



By the time we reached the open area 
near the dam wall the clouds had built 
up all around and the heat was 
oppressive.   
Jim decided we should go back a 
different way and do a bit more 
exploring, so we stomped through the 
long grass and earned ourselves a brown 
quail, spotted by Jeff.  After that we 
headed thankfully to a cool and peaceful 
picnic table by the water where we had 
an early lunch and a long chat. 

 
With a bit of time to spare we called in at the Beaudesert race track on our way home where we saw 
several dozen Plumed Whistling Ducks as well as.... 

 
Black-fronted Dotterels and Dusky Moorhens.    
 
There was a flutter of excitement when we thought we heard a Brush 
Cuckoo calling but this turned out to be Elizabeth up to a bit of mischief 
with the birdsong app on her iPod!    A few minutes later there was 
another flutter of excitement when a large raptor was spotted overhead; 
cries of “Wedgie” were quickly smothered when we realised it was 
actually a young White-bellied Sea Eagle. 

 
All in all a very pleasant day out, covering new territory and scoring a respectable list of 51 birds. 
 

     

 



Bird list as follows:      
 

Wyaralong Dam Bird List    
Bee-eater, Rainbow 
Butcherbird, Pied 
Butcherbird, Grey 
Cicadabird 
Cisticola, Golden-headed 
Corella, Little 
Cormorant, Little Pied 
Coucal, Pheasant 
Crow, Torresian 
Cuckoo-shrike, Black-faced 
Darter 
Dollarbird 
Dove, Bar-shouldered 
Dove, Peaceful 
Drongo, Spangled 
Duck, Australian Wood- 
Duck, Pacific Black 
Fairy-wren, Red-backed 
Fairy-wren, Superb 
Gerygone, White-throated 
Grassbird, Tawny 
Honeyeater, Blue-faced 
Honeyeater, Brown 
Honeyeater, White-throated 
Jacky Winter 
Kookaburra, Laughing 
Lapwing, Masked 
Magpie, Australian 
Magpie-lark 
Martin, Tree 
Miner, Noisy 
Moorhen, Dusky 
Osprey 
Pardalote, Striated 
Pigeon, Crested 
Quail, Brown 
Rosella, Pale-headed 
Shrike-thrush, Grey 
Swallow, Welcome 
Whistler, Rufous 
Willie Wagtail                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Glasswing                                              Monach             

Beaudesert Racecourse Bird List 
Butcherbird, Pied 
Cormorant, Little Pied 
Crow, Torresian 
Dotterel, Black-fronted 
Dove, Spotted Turtle- 
Duck, Australian Wood- 
Duck, Pacific Black 
Duck, Plumed Whistling- 
Eagle, White-bellied Sea- 
Egret, Cattle 
Egret, Great 
Galah 
Grebe, Australasian 
Heron, White-faced  
Lapwing, Masked 
Magpie-lark 
Moorhen, Dusky 
Myna, Common 
Swallow, Welcome 
 
Butterflies 
Checkered Swallowtail (Papilio demoleus) 
Lesser Wanderer (Danaus chrysippus) 
Glasswing (Acraea andromacha) 
Monach (Danaus plexippus) 
Small Green-banded Blue (Psychonotis caelius) 
Blue Tiger (Tirumala hamata) 
Common Crow (Euploca core) 
Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) 
 
 
Damselfly 
Orange Threadtail (Nososticta solida) 
 
 
Dragonflies 
Blue Skimmer (Orthetrum caledonicum) 
Wandering Percher (Diplacodes bipunctata) 
 
Kangaroo 
Eastern Grey (Macropus giganteus)  

 
Total (overall)  
51 bird species for the 2 areas 
                        

 
            Common Crow                Evening Brown 

  


